
Deputy Chief Constable N Harrison 
North Wales Police HQ 
Glan Y Don 
Abergele Road 
Colwyn Bay 
LL29 8AW 

  18 September 2024 

Dear DCC Harrison 

RE: Raptor Priority  Delivery Group  

Members of the Moorland Association manage over a million acres of land and pride themselves on 
having had a positive working relationship with the police. However, recent actions by the officers in 
the Raptor Priority Delivery Group (RPDG) of the National Wildlife Crime Unit (NWCU) appear 
to be simultaneously undermining its own aims and trust in the police (see Annex 1). 

The NWCU has declined to engage any further with the Moorland Association so hence I am 
approaching you, as NPCC National Lead for Wildlife Crime and Rural Affairs. If the police feel 
some or all of the points raised in Annex 1 are incorrect, I would like to understand why. If they are 
correct I feel we need to agree a constructive way forward. 

The Moorland Association is particularly proud of its work on the ground - particularly through its 
members’ very substantial commitment to, and active involvement in, the Defra Brood Management 
Scheme - to help unlock the cause of raptor crime.  Results of the seven-year trial suggest it has 
been an astonishing success and is changing attitudes. The harrier population in England is now at a 
200-year high. However, we have real concerns that the recent actions of the police will undermine
that progress.

The police have repeatedly stated that it ‘can not arrest its way out of raptor crime’ and ‘wants to 
work in partnership with landowners to address it’. Our members wholeheartedly agree with that 
approach and work constructively with the police across a range of issues. They also appreciate 
greatly the efforts of police officers in dealing with challenging situations, including the prevention of 
illegal and intimidating saboteur activity at shoots.  

However, recent police actions from within the NWCU appear to be based on unsubstantiated 
assertions, the use of adversarial language and adopting the actions activists demand. The 
internationally recognised IUCN guidelines on these situations stress that all efforts should be made 
to avoid allowing wildlife conflict situations to escalate.  



 
 
 
 
Since it is in the interest of nobody, other than perhaps certain activists opposed to driven grouse 
shooting, to perpetuate the situation, the Moorland Association is requesting a meeting with you 
soon to discuss a way forward. I am also concerned that this situation is having a cumulative negative 
impact on the mental wellbeing of gamekeepers, their families and our staff. We have recorded 
many instances of this occurring which I am happy to share with you 
 
I look forward to hearing from you.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 

 
James Lambert OBE 
Chairman  
Moorland Association  
 
 
 
 
CC: 
1) Secretary of State for the Home Department, The Rt Hon Yvette Cooper MP 
2) Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, The Rt Hon Steve Reed OBE MP 
3) Chief Constable of Northumbria Police, Venessa Jardine 
4) Chief Constable of Durham Constabulary, Rachel Bacon 
5) Chief Constable of Noth Yorkshire Police, Tim Forber 
6) Chief Constable of West Yorkshire Police, John Robins QPM DL 
7) Chief Constable of South Yorkshire Police, Lauren Poultney 
8) Chief Constable of Cumbria Constabulary, Rob Carden 
9) Chief Constable of Lancashire Constabulary, Sasha Hatchett 
10) Chief Constable of Derbyshire Constabulary, Rachel Swann  

 
Encl.:  
Annex 1 – National Wildlife Crime Unit (NWCU)  
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