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Dear Mr Gilruth, 

This letter responds to your correspondence of 30th of April regarding the UK Merlin Survey 

2026. 

Thank you for your letter requesting assurance on access, governance and data safeguards 

for the UK Merlin Survey. We apologise that we did not engage with the Moorland 

Association at the outset, and that our approach has not aligned with your wider discussions 

with Natural England. 

I can confirm that Natural England has not made any further access approaches to 

landowners and has instructed the RSPB to not enter any Moorland Association member 

land for the purposes of surveying Merlin or to use any Public Rights of Way across such 

land. I can also confirm that the RSPB Research Assistants have not surveyed any SSSIs 

where they do not have permission for access.  

We would welcome the opportunity to learn more about the Merlin data gathered by 

Moorland Association members and whether this could be shared with Natural England in 

future. 

Survey methodology 

With regards to the current survey, there are two elements: 

• Surveying breeding Merlin on SSSIs where the species is a notified feature; and 

• Contributing to the UK-wide Merlin Survey. 

The SSSI surveys are undertaken by the RSPB and Raptor Study Groups (RSGs). Natural 

England uses the resulting data to inform SSSI condition assessments. 

The UK Merlin Survey is a collaboration between Natural England, RSPB, NatureScot, 

Natural Resources Wales, the Northern Ireland Environment Agency and RSGs. It aims to 

update population estimates, assess trends and distribution, and inform SPA assessments. 

The 2026 survey repeats the 2008 methodology to ensure comparability. Data collected 

include Merlin presence, breeding evidence and broad habitat context, to support national- 

and regional-level analysis only. 

 







